CHAPTER H

MESOPOTAMIA

1.  SlJMER

Geography

Mesopotamia is the 'land lying between the two
rivers5, Euphrates and Tigris. It is now wholly co-
vered by the kingdom of el-Iraq. We can divide
this country into two parts, the lower South and the
upper North. Roughly the lower South would be
Babylonia (the plain of Shinar) and the upper North
the uplands of Assyria lying mostly to the east ot the
Tigris.
Above the combined courses of the Euphrates and
Bhatt-el-Hayy (the Snake River), an arm of the Tigris,
Sabylonia proper begins. To the south-west of this
dead-flat alluvial plain lie^the Arabian Desert and to
the north-east the mountain-barrier. Except for a
little gypsum near the Persian Gulf, the plain is com-
pletely devoid of stone; there is not a pebble on its face.
Between the rivers, along their courses and where
canals have been dug from them the soil is exceedingly
fertile. Its summer and winter crops of wheat, corn,
barley, spelt and sesame are plenty. But in summer
the south wind is scorching, although it is not without
advantages for it ripens the dates. Beyond the reach
of the rivers and their canals the land is drab covered
with yellow-grey sand over which the mirage dances
and blazes. Beyond the crops every other necessity
of life was imported by the ancient Babylonians. They
got, for example, their stone from Assyria and Arabia,
their timber from Lebanon and the Amanas, their
gold, silver and lead from Asia .Minor and their copper
from Arabia and Persia.